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assertion is not at the root of much conduct that he calls
disinterested. But with little children nearly all conduct
is aimed at satisfying some emotional need—a feeling of
hunger or cold, a feeling of pleasure at using one of his
senses, kicking, tearing paper, banging one brick on another,
making unintelligible sounds, &c. Now a child learns in
such ways the geography of his body, the difference between
biting his own toes, pulling his own hair and biting and
pulling at some foreign body; he learns how to seize a
desired ball—think what this means hi co-ordination of
sight-and-ann movements, &c., &c. It is, indeed, because
every child teaches himself so much that his intelligence
can be tested as early as three—and indeed earlier.
Much that he learns, his skills, his likes and dislikes, can
be observed by the intelligent onlooker, and yearly more
data are collected of what a child of various ages likes, dis-
likes, can do, say, &c. What effect all these experiences
have on the child's attitude to life is more difficult to
estimate, and here again we owe much of our most valuable
knowledge to the psycho-analysts.
Every psychologist stresses the importance of temper-
ament and innate tendencies in a child's interpretation of
Ms universe and Ms consequent reactions. Freud and
Ms followers consider the early manifestations of the sexual
desire the determining factor, Adler and his school give
the sense of inferiority the pride of place with the accom-
panying attempt to overcome it. Here in brief form is
Adler's theory of the nature of a child's interpretation:
 (1)	A child from his birth is engaged in a struggle to
develop in accordance with an unconsciously formed but
ever-present goal—his vision of greatness, superiority or
perfection.   The struggle, Adler maintains, dominates Ms
thinking, imagining and action,
 (2)	Now given a child has a feeling of helplessness, Ittte-
Bess, inferiority—what you will—and wishes to free himself
from it, he can only use the material with which lie is

